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Advancing Cancer Prevention Through Music &
Community Cultural Spaces

Purpose

This addendum outlines how culturally responsive engagement in music and community cultural
settings will advance cancer prevention knowledge, increase cancer screenings uptake, and
strengthen prevention pathways in historically underserved communities.

Recognizing that health information is most trusted and retained when delivered in familiar,
affirming environments, this strategy leverages music, arts, and cultural gatherings as powerful
platforms for advancing Whole Child Health and community well-being.

Rationale

Music and cultural events serve as trusted social hubs where families gather, identity is
celebrated, and community trust is reinforced. For many communities disproportionately
impacted by cancer disparities, traditional healthcare settings may be associated with barriers,
mistrust, or limited access. Embedding prevention messaging within culturally relevant spaces
reduces stigma, increases receptivity, and expands reach beyond clinical environments.

This strategy aligns with the Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child (WSCC)
framework by extending prevention beyond institutional systems and into community
ecosystems where youth and families live, connect, and engage.
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Strategic Approaches

1. Integrating Prevention Messaging into Music & Arts Events

e Partner with local artists, DJs, choirs, and festival organizers to co-create culturally
relevant cancer prevention messaging.

e Incorporate brief prevention segments or public service announcements during concerts,
festivals, and community gatherings.

o Develop artist-endorsed digital and social media messaging linking HPV vaccination,
tobacco cessation, and routine screening to cancer prevention.

2. On-Site Screening & Navigation Activation

o Deploy mobile cervical and oral cancer screening units at large community events and
festivals.

e Provide on-site patient navigation to schedule follow-up care.

o Distribute multilingual, health literacy-informed materials.

e Offer QR-code scheduling tools for clinic appointments and HPV vaccination referrals.

3. Trusted Messenger & Youth Engagement Model

o Engage youth ambassadors and local creatives to normalize prevention behaviors.

e Equip school nurses and community health workers with culturally aligned outreach
materials.

o Facilitate “Health & Harmony” themed community nights blending music, education, and
screening access.

4. Cross-Sector Sustainability

o Formalize partnerships between cultural venues and healthcare providers.
o Integrate event-based outreach data into the project’s equity dashboard.
o Establish annual prevention activations tied to community cultural calendars.
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Equity-Centered Implementation

This strategy prioritizes zip codes with elevated cervical and oral cancer burden and focuses on
reducing disparities by:

e Delivering prevention messaging in culturally affirming environments.

o Reducing transportation and access barriers through mobile services.

e Leveraging trusted community influencers to strengthen message credibility.

o Disaggregating participation and screening data by race, ethnicity, geography, and
insurance status to ensure accountability.

Anticipated Outcomes

o Increased awareness of cancer risk behaviors among event attendees.

e Increased screening intent and follow-up scheduling.

e Increased HPV vaccine referrals linked to community events.

o Strengthened trust between healthcare providers and community members.
e Reduced disparities in screening participation across priority populations.

Sustainability

By embedding cancer prevention messaging into recurring cultural events and establishing
durable partnerships between arts organizations and healthcare providers, this approach builds
long-term infrastructure for community-rooted prevention. These activations will be
institutionalized within coalition planning cycles and supported by standardized outreach toolkits
for replication and scale.
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Community Cultural Engagement Strategy (250-Word Version for
Foundation Proposals)

To advance health equity in cancer prevention, this initiative integrates culturally responsive
outreach within trusted music and community cultural settings. Recognizing that health
behaviors are influenced by environment, identity, and trust, we will embed cancer prevention
messaging into concerts, festivals, faith-based music events, and local arts gatherings in
communities disproportionately impacted by cancer disparities.

Through partnerships with local artists, DJs, jazz bands, and event organizers, we will co-create
brief prevention messages linking HPV vaccination, tobacco cessation, routine cervical
screening, and oral cancer screening to cancer prevention. These activations will include stage
announcements, artist-endorsed social media messaging, and culturally tailored materials
distributed onsite.

Where feasible, mobile screening units and patient navigation teams will be present at large
community events to reduce access barriers and facilitate same-day scheduling for follow-up
care. QR-based appointment systems and multilingual resources will ensure seamless connection
to clinics and vaccination services.

This strategy extends prevention beyond traditional healthcare settings and aligns with a Whole
Child Health framework by meeting families in spaces where they gather and build community.
By leveraging trusted messengers and culturally affirming environments, we anticipate increased
awareness of modifiable cancer risk behaviors, greater screening intent, and improved follow-up
care among historically underserved populations.

Embedding prevention into recurring cultural events builds sustainable infrastructure that
strengthens community-provider trust and advances long-term cancer equity.
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Budget Narrative Paragraph: Cultural Activation Costs

Funds allocated for community cultural activation support equitable outreach and sustainable
prevention infrastructure. Costs include partnership stipends for local artists and event
collaborators; event activation fees; stage announcement development; culturally tailored design
and printing of multilingual materials; mobile screening deployment expenses (including
staffing, transportation, and equipment); patient navigation support; digital engagement tools
(QR scheduling platforms and SMS reminder systems); and data collection for evaluation and
equity tracking. These investments are essential to reaching populations who may not engage
through traditional healthcare channels and ensure prevention messaging and screening access
are delivered in trusted, high-visibility community spaces. Cultural activation costs directly
support increased awareness, screening uptake, and disparity reduction outcomes outlined in this
proposal.
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Program Goal

To increase knowledge, engagement, and access to cancer prevention information and services
by integrating culturally responsive health education and prevention strategies into music and
community cultural spaces.

Key Cancer Prevention Focus Areas
The initiative promotes evidence-based cancer prevention strategies, including:

o Tobacco and vaping prevention

e HPYV vaccination awareness

o Healthy diet and physical activity

e Alcohol risk awareness

e Sun protection

e Routine cancer screenings (breast, colorectal, cervical, prostate, oral)
o Early detection and risk reduction behaviors
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Example Evaluation Metrics
Reach

e Number of community events activated

e Number of attendees reached

e Number of artists or cultural leaders engaged
Engagement

e Number of prevention conversations conducted

e Number of educational materials distributed

e Number of digital resource interactions (QR scans, website visits)
Prevention Access

e Number of screenings scheduled or completed

e Number of referrals to prevention services

e Number of individuals connected to patient navigation
Equity Measures

o Participation by priority populations and communities

e Geographic reach across underserved areas
e Screening referrals and follow-up by demographic indicators
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Logic Model Narrative

Embedding cancer prevention outreach into music and community cultural settings creates
opportunities to deliver health education in environments where people gather, celebrate, and
build trust. By partnering with artists, community organizations, and healthcare providers,
prevention messages can be integrated into culturally meaningful experiences that resonate with
diverse audiences. This approach increases awareness of cancer risk factors, promotes preventive
behaviors, and improves access to screenings and early detection services. Over time, these
strategies strengthen community engagement in prevention and contribute to reducing cancer
disparities and improving population health outcomes.



